
International Baccalaureate Diploma Program (IB) 
Overview 
The International Baccalaureate (IB) Diploma Program is a rigorous pre-university course of studies, 
leading to examinations that meet the needs of highly motivated secondary school students. There are 
1,600+ approved schools in 125 countries. There are more than 676 IB programs in North America. The 
International Baccalaureate Organization (IBO) is based in Geneva Switzerland and governs and 
continuously monitors the academic content of IB Programs. 
 
The International Baccalaureate Diploma Program (IB) is currently offered at more than 100 schools in 
California. California Department of Education (CDE) has provided incentive funding for professional 
development grants since 1998. Public high schools with an authorized IB Diploma Program are eligible 
for additional funding. 
 
The IB program is gaining recognition in California because it emphasizes critical thinking, global 
awareness, community service, and an integrated approach across curricular areas.  As a result, several 
school districts are implementing the Primary Year Program (grades kindergarten through five), the 
Middle Years Program (grades six through ten), and the Diploma Program (grades eleven through twelve) 
as a means to raise student academic achievement. The number of students taking advanced college 
placement exams has increased 150% in the last ten years (College Board). 
 
What is IB? 
The International Baccalaureate (IB) Diploma Programme is a challenging two-year curriculum for 
juniors and seniors that provides an integrated and proven approach to college preparation. 
The goal of IB is for students to learn more than a collection of facts. The Diploma Programme prepares 
students for coursework at the college level and encourages them to: 
    * ask challenging questions, 
    * learn how to learn, 
    * develop a strong sense of their own identity and culture, and 
    * develop the ability to communicate with and understand people from other countries and cultures. 
High school freshman and sophomores take prerequisites and world language courses in preparation for 
IB coursework that lead to the IB diploma. 
 
Program Mission 
The mission of the International Baccalaureate is to promote international understanding and responsible 
world citizenship through high academic standards and the development of lifelong learners who think 
critically. Students learn how to compare and contrast information, draw connections between knowledge 
from a variety of fields, and broaden their understanding of themselves and the world as they prepare 
themselves for higher learning opportunities. 
There are six core curriculum areas including: 
    * English 
    * History 
    * Science 
    * Math 
    * World Languages 
    * Arts 
IB students also take a unique course called Theory of Knowledge, which helps them integrate and apply 
what they learn in the core subjects. To earn an IB Diploma, students are required to complete a minimum 
of 150 hours of participation in extracurricular activities and community services and write a 4,000 word 
original essay as well as meeting additional Creative/Action/Service requirements. 
 
Who does the IB Program Serve? 
The IB Diploma program is available to high school juniors and seniors who wish to challenge 
themselves with a world-recognized curriculum. The program is designed to serve all interested students, 



including students identified as academically gifted/highly gifted through school district testing systems, 
students nominated by their teachers as potentially benefiting from program participation, and students 
who self-nominate. There are no testing-in requirements. 
 
Links to Program Sites and IB Resources 
IB Organization Web Site 
http://www.ibo.org/diploma/index.cfm  
 
College Credit Eligibility 
Depending on the institution, college credit is available for the successful completion of individual IB 
exams as well as for the IB Diploma. Students can take exams in multiple disciplines including world 
language, math, science, art and English. To check out the college credit transfer policy at other colleges, 
check out: http://www.ibo.org/country/US/index.cfm  
 
How Does the IB Diploma Program Differ from Advanced Placement? 
The IB Diploma Program emphasizes critical thinking and an integrated approach to learning along with 
an international perspective. Students are evaluated in a variety of ways in addition to course work, 
portfolios and exams. Exam sessions are longer for IB than AP, which is beneficial for students who need 
more time to formulate and communicate their thoughts and to demonstrate their subject mastery. 
http://apcentral.collegeboard.com/repository/ibcomparbro_20740.pdf  
 
The IB and College Credit 
The International Baccalaureate Organization (IBO) awards either a diploma or a certificate for individual 
IB exams. Students completing the International Baccalaureate diploma with a score of 30 or above will 
receive 30 quarter (20 semester) units toward their UC degree. The University also grants 8 quarter (5.3 
semester) units for students who receive IB certificates with scores of 5, 6 or 7 on Higher Level exams. 
 
Designated examinations may be considered equivalent to freshman-level courses in the subject and may 
be used to satisfy general education or breadth requirements. Contact an individual campus for more 
information on how subject credit may be granted. The units granted for IB exams are not counted toward 
the maximum number of credits required for formal declaration of a major or the maximum number of 
units a student may accumulate prior to graduation from the University. Students who enter the 
University with IB credit do not have to declare a major earlier than other students, nor are they required 
to graduate earlier. 
 
Transfer GE Applications: IGETC 
According to the new IGETC Policy (2008): 

7.2 International Baccalaureate (IB) 
At present, International Baccalaureate exams cannot be used on IGETC, except to clear the 
Language Other Than English. IB is currently under review by both the UC and CSU systems for 
applicability to IGETC. In the interim, the UC will allow the use of IB credit on IGETC if the 
following guidelines are observed: Course credit earned on the basis of a score of 5, 6, or 7 on 
higher-level (HL) IB exams which community college faculty recognize as equivalent to an 
approved IGETC course can be applied toward the IGETC. If a community college, for example, 
awards a student credit for a chemistry course on the basis of an IB exam, the community college 
can apply that course to the IGETC if the chemistry course is on the college's approved IGETC 
list. Note: This work can be applied toward completion of the IGETC, but applicability of such 
coursework toward major or degree requirements rests with each CSU and UC campus. Students 
transferring to a CSU campus may not use IB on IGETC. 
 
The following documents demonstrate IB policies at two CA universities: 





 

 


