Minutes

Academic Senate Meeting
March 19th 2006

Meeting was convened at 2:00 p.m.

Announcements – the spring 2007 election is rolling - please vote and encourage all your division senators to vote. You should have received a greet message with links to the election.
Please contact Paul about the disciplines list so that Paul, Dolores, and Robert can represent you accordingly at the spring plenary session in April.

The senate secretary - treasurer position has two candidates. Carolynn Holcroft-Burns and Tess Hansen will run. Robert Hartwell will replace Carolynn Holcroft on the election committee for spring. 

The senate announced that there was no more news on the Presidential search committee. Judy Minor is a finalist, with a site tour of De Anza College scheduled next week.

Brian Evans announced a new online book trading website at http://www.foothill.edu/books . 
Minutes and Consent Calendar - With the exception of typographical errors, the minutes were approved. Consent calendar was also approved.

Agenda items

TRC resolutions, passed last week, were discussed. There were some concerns on the part of the District over some of the proposed changes. Paul Starer and Dolores Davison will serve on a committee to academic freedom; Maristella Huerta will serve on that committee. Karen Gillette and Richard Morasci will serve on the committee as well.

Rob Johnstone spoke about Basic Skills Discussion about graduation competencies. Math and English requirements were increased in the fall 2006 statewide academic senate. Colleges would need intermediate algebra to meet the requirement. A grant of $750,000 {for basic skills} was made to Foothill College to study basic skills course outlines, best practices, and will be managed by Rob Johnstone. Rob will organize a workshop to train participants from 109 colleges in some of the basic skills best practices. Rob spoke about how unprecedented this organizational effort was.

Across the state, there is a systemic problem in basic skills. In 2006-07 academic years, $30M in basic skills was awarded to colleges. Rob explained how complicated the finding schema for distribution of these funds was. Rob underscored the importance of investment in basic skills programs. As an {institutional} goal, developmental education is a clearly stated institutional priority. Last week, the BOG (Board of Governors) passed a resolution (requirement) that all 109 colleges use the same placement exams, and students will be required to complete remedial work to advance in their studies. This requirement will take effect fall 2007

Generation 1.5 of ESL students may be part of the reason that otherwise high scoring high-school students, including the UCS, do not have college level writing skills.

It takes training and skills to teach basic skills, so ramping up for this effort will be a challenge. There is a strong staff development effort described in the new basic skills program. Rob talked about the different challenges of teaching math and English basic skills. There will be a meeting at Mission College in late September that Foothill can attend to learn more about the process. We discussed how the institutional research process has been recently developed at the CCS. Rob also touched on how the higher education process is not well unified in California, which makes engaging high schools in addressing this issue more challenging.

Penny Patz addressed the senate on the faculty dining room. She talked the history of the development of plans in the new campus center. Penny mentioned all the spaces within the new center where faculty can get together and eat in the new center. Foothill is very limited in our program space, so getting a dining area would be difficult. Good views and good day-lighting.

The senate debated the faculty dining room, the history of the Toyon room. Some faculty felt strongly about a faculty dining room, and others felt strongly against it. Other dialog suggested that a staff development center would be more valuable than empty space. After more dialog, Andy Franknoi suggested that the faculty dining room resolution be withdrawn, and faculty development space be emphasized. A motion to postpone indefinitely the resolution for faculty dining room was passed.

Dolores Davison addressed the senate on the Human Resources Advisory Committee (HRAC) Conflict Resolution Program. Senators should forward the document to their division senators for comment.

Meeting was adjourned at 3:40 p.m.

