
Various manuals offer slightly different bibliographic formats depending upon the subject matter. Usually  
it is acceptable to follow any of them as long as you are consistent. You can find a variety of style manuals  
by searching the library catalog for the phrase:  report writing. 

The examples below are in the Modern Language Association style (MLA) and are based on the 7th edition 
of the MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers (Ref LB2369.G53 2009).  Consult the handbook for a 
more complete list of citation examples.   MLA now recommends italicizing titles.  Every entry includes a 
“medium of publication” marker such as Print or Web that refers to the format of the item.  When using the 
examples, be sure to follow the punctuation and format exactly as shown.   

     SAMPLE CITATIONS 
 

BOOKS 

Single author   Goodall, Jane. Stage Presence. London: Routledge, 2008. Print. 
  
Two or three authors   Pernick, Ron, and Clint Wilder. The Clean Tech Revolution.  

   New York: Harper Collins, 2007. Print. 
 
Work in an Anthology Bakshy, Alexander. “The Talkies.” American Movie Critics:  

  An Anthology From the Silents Until Now. Ed. Phillip  

  Lopate. New York: Library of America, 2006. 45–47. Print. 

 
 E-Book    Wyse, Dominic. Teaching English. New York: Routledge, 2008.  

         NetLibrary. Web. 23 Apr. 2008.  
 

ENCYCLOPEDIA ARTICLES 

Signed (author given)  Hunt, Lester. "Ethics." World Book Encyclopedia. 2009. Print. 
 

Online Encyclopedia   "de Kooning, Willem." Encyclopaedia Britannica Online. 

      Encyclopedia Britannica, 2009. Web. 12 May 2009. 
 
PERIODICAL  ARTICLES 

Weekly magazine    Wolff, Alexander. "Two Years After Katrina." Sports 

      Illustrated 27 Aug. 2007: 80-90. Print. 
 
Monthly magazine/journal    Mueller, Tom. “Biomimetics: Design by Nature.” National   

       Geographic Apr. 2008: 68-91. Print. 
  
Scholarly journal    Skewes, Elizabeth A. "The Prime-Time Presidency.” Journal    

       of Broadcasting & Electronic Media 51.4 (2007): 688-689. 

      Print. 
    
Newspaper articles   Hull, Dana. "Volunteers Lend Hands to Needy Homeowners.” 

        San Jose Mercury News 20 Apr. 2008: B2. Print. 
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DATABASES   

Magazine articles that are reproduced in an online database, such as EBSCO Academic Search Premier, 
are cited like print articles, with additional information added at the end.  You need to include the name 
of the database (in italics), the “medium of publication marker” (e.g. Web) and the date you accessed the 
database.  MLA no longer requires URLs (Web address). 
 

Quinn, Jane Bryant. “No More Financial Katrina.” Newsweek 14 Apr. 2008: 82. 

 Academic Search Premier. Web.  30 Apr. 2008.  

 
WEBSITE or WEB BASED ARTICLE 

Author last name, first name (if given). “Title of the page or article” (if given).  Overall website 

name (if different from title).  Name of Publisher or Sponsor of the website, (use N.p. if 

none given), Date of publication (use n.d. if none given).  Medium.  Date of access. 

Note: MLA does not require that Web citations contain the URL (web address).  However, for 
ease in finding the source, instructors may require the inclusion of a URL.  Check with 
your instructor.  If the URL is required, include it in brackets at the end of the citation 
<URL if required>.   

  
Cooke, Robert. “Impact of Global Warming on Health Debated.” Harvard University Gazette  

 Online. President and Fellows of Harvard College, 21 Feb. 2008. Web. 30 Apr. 2008. 

<http://www.news.harvard.edu/gazette/2008/02.21/01-aaas.html>. 

E-MAIL 

 Doe, John. “Re: Citing Electronic Sources.” Message to Jane Doe. 25 Apr. 2009. E-mail.  
 

PARENTHETICAL DOCUMENTATION (Citations in the text) 

Citations in the text are a basic part of every research paper.  Any time you use a direct quote, paraphrase 
something, or use a specific idea or fact from your reading, you need to cite the source within the body of 
your paper.  MLA style uses parenthetical citations to refer the reader to the specific item in the “Works 
Cited” list.  If the parenthetical citation is at the end of a sentence, place it before the period.   To cite a 
specific book or article use the author’s last name.  If there is no author listed, use the first few words of 
the title in quotes.  To cite a direct quote or give credit for something such as a fact, chart or graph, 
include the specific page number.  When a source has no page numbers or any kind of reference 
numbers, the work must be cited in the text.   

 Citing a book or article with an author:  (Quinn) 
 Citing a specific page, fact or quote:  (Mueller 70) 
 Citing a source with no author:   (“Red Clay, Blue Hills”) 
 A source without page numbers:   Johnson indicated a 63% improvement…  
 
WORKS CITED  (Bibliographic citations) 

All sources used in your research are listed at the end of your paper on a separate page with the heading, 
Works Cited.  This page should be numbered.  Each source is listed alphabetically by the author’s last 
name or the first word of the title, if there is no author or editor.  Citation entries are double-spaced.  The 
first line of each entry is not indented, but the rest of the entry is indented a half inch.   

 

IF YOU NEED MORE INFORMATION ABOUT MLA STYLE - ASK A LIBRARIAN 
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