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UCLA Transfer Alliance Program (TAP)  
 
 
Overview   
The UCLA Transfer Alliance Program (TAP) provides an opportunity for Foothill College 
honors students to enhance their ability to transfer to UCLA at the junior level. TAP students 
complete a rigorous honors/scholars program at the community college.  
 
Some benefits of TAP are:  

 UCLA and Foothill College cooperate to assist students in the transfer process; 
 Foothill College offers enriched academic programs and all courses necessary to 

transfer, including General Education requirements and preparatory courses for 
majors; 

 Designated faculty and counselors at Foothill College helps students plan academic 
programs that meet major and general education requirements and honors/scholars 
certification; 

 While students participate in the Foothill College Honors Institute, meaningful 
linkages with UCLA are provided such as on-campus informational meetings and 
tours, library privileges, and opportunities to attend selected UCLA cultural and 
athletic events. 

 
Students who successfully complete the TAP requirements and satisfy transfer admission and 
major preparation requirements are given priority consideration for admission to UCLA 
College of Letters and Science. 
 
Program Requirements   
Completion of Foothill Honors Scholar requirements (Cumulative 3.3 GPA and completion 
of 6 courses from Honors Scholar application form with a grade of B or better). FOR 
ELIGIBILITY, THREE HONORS COURSES MUST BE COMPLETED BY THE END OF 
THE FALL TERM PRECEEDING TRANSFER. 
  

What does UCLA Undergraduate Admissions (UARS) look at 
when reviewing applications for admission?  

 Completion of lower division major preparation; 
 Strength of GPA; and 
 Strength of major preparation GPA. 

 
What minimum requirements must be completed by the end of spring term 
immediately prior to transfer?   



 

 60 semester/90 quarter UC transferable units;  
 Lower division major preparation - minimum requirements;  
 Honors Scholar requirements; and, 
 UC English Composition and Mathematics admission requirements.  

By the end of summer term, completion of IGETC coursework and any additional 
recommended requirements for major preparation will ensure students are ready to begin full 
coursework at UCLA. 
 
Straight From UCLA…. 

"Some majors are highly selective. For these majors we look for stronger 
preparation: most preparatory courses completed before transferring and a 
significant number of courses completed at the time of application." 

 
As of July 2008, these majors include 

¥ Biochemistry 
¥ Business Economics; Economics; Economics/International Area Studies 
¥ Life Sciences majors Ð Biology; Ecology, Behavior, and Evolution; 

Marine Biology; Microbiology, Immunology, and Molecular Genetics; 
Molecular, Cell, and Developmental Biology; Neuroscience; Physiological 
Science; Psychobiology 

¥ Communication Studies 
¥ English 
¥ Global Studies 
¥ History 
¥ International Development Studies 
¥ Political Science 
¥ Psychology 
¥ Sociology 

 

Is there a minimum GPA that guarantees admission?   
No.  
 

  Is IGETC completion required for admission? 
No, but it does weigh in the selection process. 
 
What is more important to complete - major prep or IGETC? 
Although students are encouraged to complete both, major prep is the most important. What 
students in high unit majors must realize is that, if they enter without IGETC, they will have 
substantial GE to complete after they enter - much more than if they did IGETC and major 
prep at the community college. This will increase their time-to-degree. 
 

  Are international students (F-1 and H-4 visa status) eligible for TAP? 
International students are reviewed separately. They can participate in TAP and be certified. 
Their TAP status is considered when UCLA makes admission decisions, but international 
students are not considered in the same way as domestic students. Significantly fewer 
international students are admitted overall than domestic students.  
 
 



 

 
Can non-UCLA College (formerly called College of Letters and Science) 
majors be TAP certified?  
Non-UCLA College majors such as Engineering, Nursing, Arts and Architecture, or Theater, 
Film and Television can be certified; however, TAP certification is not considered in the 
review by the other UCLA Schools for selection. 
Example: If a TAP certified applicant does not get into Engineering, s/he may be considered 
for a major in UCLA College if an alternate College major is indicated on the application and 
TAP certification form and if s/he has completed prep work for the alternate College major 
indicated. However, if admitted to an alternate major in the College, s/he will not be allowed 
to change major to Engineering after transfer. Most Engineering majors are not interested in 
an alternate major. If such is the case, the TAP certification is of no value. 
 
Do students indicate on their UC application that they are TAP? 
No, this is handled during the TAP Certification process. 
 

What does the TAP certification form signify?   
By signing the certification form, the Community College Honors Program Director and 
Counselor acknowledge that the applicant has met the requirements of the Community 
College's Honors/Scholars Program by the end of the spring term prior to transfer. The 
certified student is eligible for the TAP Guaranteed Priority Consideration for admission to 
UCLA College. The student is not guaranteed admission to UCLA. 
 

When are certification forms submitted?  
Certification forms are accepted during the TAP Certification Cycle, mid-January through 
the end of February. Any other submissions are handled on a case-by-case basis. The forms 
should be sent from the Foothill College Honors Institute rather than from the student. The 
Foothill Honors Institute will notify students by email when the forms are due. 
 

  Will the certification form be accepted without signatures? 
No, the student's signature authorizes "UCLA to release application information to the TAP 
Director/Counselor at Foothill CollegeÓ. The signatures of the Honors Institute Coordinator 
and Counselor acknowledge that the "applicant has met the requirements of the Honors 
Scholar program and is certified for the TAP Guaranteed Priority Consideration for 
admission to UCLA College." IMPORTANT NOTE: Students must make an appointment 
with a Foothill Honors counselor for the TAP certification. This cannot be completed during 
drop-in counseling.  
 
How does a student indicate coursework yet to be completed? 
Section C on the TAP Certification Form reflects courses currently enrolled in and any 
additional courses the student expects to complete before transfer to UCLA (spring and 
summer terms). This is a "good faith" entry. It is at the discretion of the Foothill College 
Honors Program Coordinator and Counselor to certify the student based on this information. 
If program changes occur after the certification form has been submitted, the student must 
make updated changes on the Work in Progress on-line form. The web address is 
http://www.admissions.ucla.edu/Applicant/WIP.htm . This site will remain up through April. After 
that, updates must be sent to the campus. It is critical that students notify UCLA immediately 



 

of any changes in their schedule. Failure to do so may result in students being denied 
admission to UCLA.  
 
Is a TAP student automatically admitted to the College Honors Program at 
UCLA? 
If a TAP student is admitted to UCLA, s/he can then apply for admission to College Honors 
and will be admitted. As a first step, students must fill out an application for the College 
Honors Program. 
 
Students, with a transfer weighted, capped GPA of 3.5 or above at time of application to 
UCLA, should apply via the on-line application (which can be accessed via their MyUCLA 
webpage). Those who apply on time will be admitted. Students, with a weighted, capped 
transfer GPA of less than 3.5, will also be admitted to College Honors (if they apply on time) 
because they are TAP students. However, rather than applying via the on-line application, 
which screens by the 3.5 weighted, capped GPA, the student needs to write a short letter of 
application to: 

Dr. G. Jennifer Wilson, Assistant Vice Provost 
    UCLA College 
    Honors Programs 
    Box 951414 
    A311 Murphy Hall 
    Los Angeles, CA 90095-1414 
 
The application letter should include a signed statement from a counselor or administrator 
verifying TAP status. The student's admission into College Honors will appear by a 
verification notice on the student's MyUCLA page.

 
With whom can I talk about the UCLA TAP program at Foothill College? 

 
Honors Institute 

Room 5426 
650.949.7638 

http://www.foothill.edu/hon 
Bernie Day, Director, Honors Institute 
Teresa De al Cruz, Program Assistant 

 
Honors Counselors 

Honors students may see any Foothill counselors; however, the following individuals have 
received special Honors Institute training: 

 Fatima Jinnah 
 MaryLou Heslet 

 Debra Lew 
 Cathy Denver 

 
 

Please call 650. 949. 7423 to schedule an appointment. 
 

 


